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THR’s Troubleshooters: Top 20 Lawyers for 
Crime, Divorce and Other, uh, Sensitive Matters 
From Harvey Weinstein to Mel Gibson, these attorneys 
have seen (and fixed) it all By Ashley Cullins

Power 
Lawyers

D eath, divorce and other disasters are, unfortunately, part of life — and even the 
ultra-rich and famous aren’t immune. But when one of those tragedies befalls 
the Hollywood elite, 24/7 public scrutiny makes it absolutely vital to handle the 

situation as confidentially as possible. Enter the industry’s top troubleshooters: a group 
of attorneys who help their clients through the worst times of their lives — and will 
go to great lengths to keep their private matters behind closed doors. From answering a 
frantic call in the middle of the night because a star has been arrested, to quietly nego-
tiating a custody agreement even before the divorce papers are filed, to structuring an 
estate to avoid tax pitfalls, these lawyers are the industry’s most adept problem solvers. 
They don’t brag about their A-list clients, but, thanks to public records and the occa-
sional unavoidable headline, THR was able to compile a list of the lawyers whom stars 
want on their side when things go sideways.

CRIMINAL

BLAIR BERK TARLOW & BERK

“It can be a very terrifying thing to be 
accused of something and have to defend 

yourself with the whole world watch-
ing,” says Berk, who has long been a go-to 
defender for Hollywood A-listers in 
trouble — and now is representing Harvey 
Weinstein amid sexual assault and harass-
ment allegations. “When someone’s 

liberty is at stake, it’s not a game in any 
way,” she says. Berk has been passionate 
about due process since she was young, 
when her lawyer parents would encourage 
discussions about the Constitution. The 
Harvard Law grad has represented every-
one from Kiefer Sutherland to Kanye West
— but she wishes her clients weren’t  
public. Says Berk, “I want for my clients 
not to have their lives defined by a few 
moments of trouble.”

ROY BLACK BLACK, SREBNICK

Black, who has represented Justin Bieber, 
Rush Limbaugh and Kelsey Grammer, 
traces his path toward criminal defense 
back to high school, when his family relo-
cated to Kingston, Jamaica, and a math 
teacher at his new school singled him out 

Black

Berk






